PLANTSHOP.HK / CARE LESSON 03

Is a dry surface enough to water?

Check below the surface and compare more than one clue. Learn how this particular pot changes rather

than relying on a universal interval or a single meter reading.

Applies to: For plants in ordinary potting mix and pots with drainage holes. Use species or system instructions for hydroponics,

semi-hydro, self-watering or undrained pots, orchids and succulents.
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Check below the surface Compare weight if safe Use several clues

Original teaching diagrams, not species photographs. Scale and moisture shading are illustrative.

01 Start with the species requirement

Some plants prefer more even moisture; others need greater drying before the next watering. Start with
the matching species guide and compare your observations with it. A checking depth is not a universal

watering threshold. A pale or dry surface is a prompt to investigate, not a complete diagnosis.

02 Feel below the surface gently

Where the mix is accessible, gently feel roughly two to five centimetres below the surface as an initial
check. Notice whether it is dry, slightly moist or very wet, interpreting this for the pot and species. Try

another accessible position, avoiding the stem and thick roots; stop at resistance.
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Put it into practice

03 Cross-check with weight or a wooden probe

For a manageable small pot, compare its weight after watering and drainage with its weight as it dries,
using the same container arrangement. Do not lift a heavy pot. A clean wooden probe can indicate

deeper moisture through dampness or adhering mix, but it samples only the places it touches.

04 Treat meters as supporting evidence

Use a moisture meter as supporting evidence, following its instructions and comparing readings with
touch or pot weight. Do not let one number or colour zone decide watering. If the meter says dry but the

mix feels wet, hold off, check another location and record the discrepancy. Assess each pot separately.

Three things to remember

1 Check the species requirement
2 Feel below the surface; compare weight
3 Resolve conflicting clues before watering

Pause and ask for help

Ask for help if checks conflict, deeper mix stays very wet, a probe meets resistance or the plant keeps

declining. Record the observations; do not force tools through roots or experiment with extra water.

Sources and use

Use this general lesson alongside the matching plant care guide. Substrate, pot system and conditions change what is appropriate.
Sources checked: 30 October 2026.

1. University of Maryland Extension — House plant moisture meters
2. lowa State University Extension — How to care for houseplants

3. RHS — How to help a poorly houseplant
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https://ask.extension.org/kb/faq.php?id=799752
https://yardandgarden.extension.iastate.edu/how-to/how-care-houseplants
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/types/houseplants/how-to-help-a-poorly-houseplant

